Biography

James McOran-Campbell was born in London. After working as a Financial Analyst for 3 years at British Airways, he began his operatic training in Milan, continuing at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama and the National Opera Studio in London. He studies with Robert Dean and is represented by Scott Cooper of Athole Still International.

He made his national debut in the title role of Don Giovanni for Opera North, for whom he has also sung Count Almaviva The Marriage of Figaro and Pastore/Spirito in Orfeo.

Most recently he made his debut with Welsh National Opera in the role of Dandini Cenerentola under Carlo Rizzi.  Earlier this year he created the role of Ormus Cama in the world première of The Ground beneath her Feet by Victoria Borisova-Ollas with the Hallé Orchestra under Mark Elder.  Plans next year include the Gamekeeper in Rusalka and Larkens in La Fanciulla del West for Grange Park Opera.
His extensive operatic experience includes engagements with many of the principal national companies.  For Grange Park Opera, the title role in The Barber of Seville and Belcore in The Elixir of Love; for English National Opera, understudy of The English Clerk in Death in Venice; for English Touring Opera, Harashta The Cunning Little Vixen; for Garsington Opera, understudies of Nardo La Finta Giardiniera and Guglielmo Cosí fan Tutte; for touring company Garden Opera he has sung Marcello La Bohème and Guglielmo Cosí; for Opera East Productions, Dandini La Cenerentola, Lord Dunmow A Dinner Engagement, and Louis The Wandering Scholar; for British Youth Opera, the Count in Le Nozze di Figaro and for Opera Brava, Escamillo Carmen and the title role in Mozart’s Marriage of Figaro.

He has worked with film and stage directors such as Mike Figgis, Christopher Alden, Olivia Fuchs, John Copley, Martin Lloyd Evans and Martin Constantine and conductors such as Mark Elder CBE, Richard Hickox CBE, Sir David Willcocks, Martin Fitzpatrick, Christian Gansch, Christopher Moulds, Richard Balcombe, Robert Dean, Dominic Cooper and Tecwyn Evans. 
In the field of contemporary opera, he has created the roles of Mohammed and Alec Harvey in the world premières of Manifest Destiny by Keith Burstein and Brief Encounter by Peter Wiegold. 

Other operatic roles include Doctor Malatesta Don Pasquale, Prince Tarquinius The Rape of Lucretia, the Four Villains The Tales of Hoffmann, Achillas Julius Caesar, Argante Rinaldo, Proteo/Marte Il Parnasso in Festa and Marco Gianni Schicchi at St. John's Smith Square. 

He is regularly engaged by choral societies around the UK and abroad, recently as bass soloist in the Mozart Requiem at the Royal Albert Hall.  Oratorio repertoire includes Berlioz's L'Enfance du Christ, Fauré's Requiem, Brahms' Ein Deutsches Requiem, Mendelssohn's Die Erste Walpurgisnacht, Händel's Messiah, Haydn's Die Schöpfung, Beethoven's Ninth Symphony and Missa Solemnis, Bach's St. John and Mathew Passions, Purcell's O Come ye Sons of Art and Rossini's Stabat Mater and Petite Messe Solennelle.  He has sung Rossini's Mass in Milan and Savona with the Complesso Camersitico Internazionale and in London with the Philharmonia Chorus.

On the concert platform he has given recitals of Fauré’s La Bonne Chanson for the Edinburgh Quartet in Edinburgh and Glasgow, and in the Crush Room at Covent Garden Finzi's Earth and Air and Rain, Jake Heggie's Thoughts Unspoken and Poulenc's Le Travail du Peintre.  He sang Schubert's Winterreise and Schumann's Liederkreis op.39 for the Schubert Society and a programme of English song for the Housman society.  He performed Zarzuela in a televised concert in Spain, participated in a fund-raising gala at the Linbury - Covent Garden and also sang Songs of Travel by Vaughan Williams accompanied by Oliver Gooch.  Together with tenor Alexander Anderson-Hall, he regularly performs a selection of eclectic recital programmes which they have devised under the name of Opera Galleria. 

His website is at www.jamesmcorancampbell.co.uk
