CORA BURGGRAAF mezzo-soprano
Born in The Netherlands, Cora Burggraaf studied at the Royal Conservatoire in The Hague with Maria Acda. She subsequently joined the Benjamin Britten International Opera School at the Royal College of Music, and completed her studies at the National Opera Studio in 2004. She received the Elizabeth Everts Prijs in 2006, she won the second prize at the 2004 International Vocal Competition in Den Bosch and the 2003 Maggie Teyte Prize. She currently studies with Sasja Hunnego and Margreet Honig.

In recent seasons, she performed in solo recitals at the Wigmore Hall in London, the Concertgebouw Amsterdam and the Linbury Studio. She sang the world premiere of the orchestrated version of Samuel Barber's Hermit Songs with Ed Spanjaard and Ismene in Gluck’s Alceste at the Amsterdam Concertgebouw. She has also appeared with the Ensemble Matheus and Jean-Christophe Spinosi in Brest and Paris. She appeared, among others, with the Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra, the Combattimento Consort, the London Mozart Payers, Academy of St Martin in the Fields and the Dutch Radio Philharmonic Orchestra. 

Future concert engagements include recitals at Wigmore Hall and in The Netherlands, Mozart’s C minor Mass with Jaap van Zweden and Berlioz’ L’enfance du Christ with the Limburgs Symphony Orchestra.

Cora’s operatic appearances include Handel’s Agrippina (Poppea) for the London Handel Society, Le nozze di Figaro (Susanna) with British Youth Opera, A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Helena) with BBIOS, Mozart’s Don Giovanni (Zerlina) with BBIOS and Sir Colin Davis, Dido (Belinda) for the Académie Aix-en-Provence and Tamerlano (Asteria) in Bordeaux with Emmanuelle Haïm. She made her debut as Zdenka in Strauss’ Arabella at Garsington Opera (where she subsequently sang Aminta in Mozart’s Il re pastore), her debut at The Royal Opera House, Covent Garden as Bella in Tippett’s A Midsummer Marriage (for which she was awarded ‘Most Promising Newcomer of the Year’ by The Observer), her debut with San Francisco Opera as Susanna in Le nozze di Figaro and her debut at the Netherlands Opera as Zerlina in Don Giovanni.

Future engagements include Hänsel in Hänsel and Gretel and Cherubino for WNO and Stéphano in Gounod’s Roméo et Juliette for Salzburg Festspiele and in the Concertgebouw in Amsterdam.
